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	BirdLife International Aquatic Warbler Conservation Team

Site Data Sheet



	A - General Information

	(1) Site name (bold letters)
Minija (LT)


	(2) location: position to next village/town, country, region, district;

12 km northwest of Šilutė town, near Rūgaliai village, Šilutė district, Lithuania

Geographical co-ordinates: N 55˚24’; E 21˚18’
	(3) site no in map

	(4)  area in total (ha)

50 ha


	(5)  pure sedge mire area (ha) with subtypes
45 ha


	(6)  area suitable for Aquatic Warbler (ha)

45 ha

	(7)  years and total estimate of Aquatic Warbler population

year:
  estimate:
	(8)  years and total number of  counted male Aquatic Warblers
year:
  counted males:

	1995
	10-15 singing males
	
	

	2000
	4-6 singing males
	2000
	4-6

	2004
	14 singing males
	2004
	14

	2006
	0
	
	

	2007
	0
	
	

	2008
	0
	
	

	
	
	
	

	(9)  Compiler (name, address):
Žydrūnas Preikša, Tylioji str. 1, Birštonas, Lithuania


	(10) date of latest update:

2008.07.19

	B - Information on single sunset counts

	(11) No./name of plot


	(12) plot size (ha)

	(13) date of count

	(14) number of counted AW 

	(15) density (males/km²)


	Full
	50
	2004.06
	14
	28

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	C - Detailed information on habitat and bird community

	(16)  detailed habitat description: vegetation structure, water level and condition, human impact (cutting, burning, drainage, ...), coverage and height of shrubs; coverage and height of tussocks; moss cover; indicate date(s) of first description.
On western part the side is bordering on Minija River, on eastern and southern part it is surrounded by old riverbed.

The meadows consist of 3 main plant associations: Caricetum distichae (covers 40% of the territory), Caricetum gracilis (about 30%), Glycerietum maximae (about 25%). Grassland height is 60-100 cm. There are some islands of Salix sp. bushes, wich cover up to 5%. 
1/3 of the area is being cut and used for grazing. About 20 cows grazing the meadow every year.

The area is being overflooded during spring flood. In June meadows remaining moist. 

Tussocks cover most of the area and their average height is about 30 cm. 

First description was made in 2000. 



	(17)  changes in habitat conditions (date, description of changes in relation to first description)
date/year:

description of changes:

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	(18) characteristic plant species and abundance in 4 categories (+, ++, +++, ++++)


	Carex disticha
	++++

	Carex gracilis
	++++

	Glyceria maxima
	++++

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	(19) other bird species observed (give numbers of breeding pairs and abundance in bp/km², if possible)

	bird species 

	number

	abundance

	bird species

	number

	abundance


	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	(20)  other animal species observed:


	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	D - Threats and protection status

	(21) legal protection status:
All the area belongs to the Nemunas Delta Regional Park. The site it known as a Minija Senvagė (Old Riverbed) Botanical-zoological Managed Reserve. 

	(22) description of threats:
The main threat is overgrowing area with Salix sp. bushes. This threat is low at present.


	(23) conservation action needed:
To keep mowing the meadow.




