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Volunteer Application

Thank you for your interest in Aquatic Warbler complete counts, Belarus 2010. Volunteers are a key part of APB-BirdLife Belarus teams and your contribution is appreciated a lot. 

	Contact Information

	

	Last Name
	

	First Name
	

	Middle Name
	

	Age
	

	Country
	

	Mobile Phone
	

	Fax
	

	E-Mail Address
	


	Occupation

	

	Position
	

	Full company name
	


	Skills

	

	Skills in AW identification (yes/no)
	

	Participation in AW counts (if yes, where, when)
	

	General birding skills (yes/no)
	

	Navigation using GPS units (yes/no)
	

	Valid driving license (category)
	

	Cooking (yes/no)
	

	Other skills
	


	Language Ability

	

	English (no/basic/good/fluent/native)
	

	Russian (no/basic/good/fluent/native)
	

	Other languages
	

	Native language
	


	Physical and Emotional Health, Requirements 

	

	Are you able to walk long hours?
	

	How many kilometers can you walk per day?
	

	Do you often catch a cold?
	

	Are you able to work in a team?
	

	Are you resistant to stress and unforeseen situations?
	

	Are you able to share a room with persons of the opposite gender?
	

	Are you ready for staying in field conditions (staying in tents, limited availability of electricity, absence of hot water and shower, weak GSM signal)? 
	

	Are you ready for difficult working conditions (long time being spent for driving around, walking up to 6 hours in wet terrains, coming back in the dark, besides this walking in wet clothes for several hours (about +20°C) could sometimes take place)?
	

	Do you have any kind of allergy (dust, food, pollen, animals, other)?
	

	Dietary requirements (if yes, please, specify)?
	


	Reference

	optional

	Name
	

	Position
	

	Company name
	

	Relation to you
	

	Mobile Phone
	

	E-Mail Address
	


	Volunteer Sessions and Duration

	Here is a draft schedule of counts below. Only the largest AW breeding sites are mentioned in it. Small and medium size sites will be counted simultaneously by additional teams or during spare time between large sites. You may choose one or several options.

	

	1st Session the deadline for applications is 6th May 2010

	Place
	Zvanets mire / Middle Prypiats floodplain (parallel)

	Arrival of participants
	Monday, 24th of May 2010

	Duration of counts
	up to 2 weeks

	Are you able to participate in this Session? 
	

	For how long could you join us?
	

	Please, choose the site you would like to visit
	

	

	2nd Session the deadline for applications is 17th May 2010

	Place
	Sporava mire

	Arrival of participants
	Thursday, 10th of June 2010

	Duration of counts
	up to 2 weeks

	Are you able to participate in this Session? 
	

	For how long could you join us?
	

	

	3rd Session the deadline for applications is 17th May 2010

	Place
	Zvanets mire / Almany mires (parallel)

	Arrival of participants
	Monday, 28th of June 2010

	Duration of counts
	up to 2 weeks

	Are you able to participate in this Session? 
	

	For how long could you join us?
	

	Please, choose the site you would like to visit
	

	
	

	Additional opportunities.

	APB recommends a minimum stay of 1 week, best would be 3-4 weeks. Staying for several weeks you may rent a comfortable apartment in Minsk (APB may assist you with this) for taking a rest between expeditions. In this case you may join other conservation activities apart from AW counts:

· restoration of hydrological regime of the IBA “Yelnya mire” (the biggest peat bog in Europe)

· participation in the work of the ringing station in Turau (IBA “Turau Meadow”)
· others
Besides this you may always just travel around the country visiting different IBAs and staying in farmsteads. Two ecologists from the UK took part in the last AW counts and shared impressions at their blog. Lots of places apart from AW sites were visited during their long staying in Belarus. http://goneroaming.blogspot.com/2009/06/aquatic-warblers-and-europes-best.html


	Short Essays

	Just 1-3 sentences in each topic

	What is your motivation to participate in AW counts? What are your expectations?

	

	What would you like to do during your spare time (every morning and noon) or during rainy/windy weather? (searching for new AW sites, birdwatching, visiting nearby SPAs, sightseeing, photographing, getting common with the culture etc.)

	


	Publicity Release

	AW counts will be covered by media. The information about counts will also be placed in relevant newsletters, reports and web-sites

	May we list your name as a volunteer, who took part in AW counts?
	

	May we use photographs of you?
	


	Privacy

	APB-BirdLife Belarus values your support and promises to respect your privacy. We will not disclose or share personal information supplied by you if it is not agreed in the previous chapter.


	Agreement

	By submitting this application, I confirm that the information provided in it is true and complete.


Please e-mail the completed form and your scanned passport (page with picture) to malashevich@ptushki.org (Uladzimir Malashevich, BirdLife/CMS International Aquatic Warbler Conservation Officer, APB-BirdLife Belarus) before the 17th (6th) May 2010.
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