Minsk Declaration

of the 

Meeting to Finalise the Memorandum of Understanding and Action Plan Concerning Conservation Measures for the Aquatic Warbler

A meeting of competent authorities of the Range States of the Aquatic Warbler was held in Minsk, Belarus, from 29 to 30 April 2003, to negotiate and adopt a Memorandum of Understanding and Action Plan Concerning Conservation Measures for the Aquatic Warbler pursuant to Article IV, paragraph 4, of the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS). The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of the Republic of Belarus hosted the meeting. 

The meeting was co-organised by the CMS Secretariat in co-operation with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of Belarus, BirdLife International, the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) and APB-BirdLife Belarus.

The following 12 Range States were represented:

Belarus, Bulgaria, Germany, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Russian Federation, Senegal, Spain, Ukraine and United Kingdom.

Observers from UNDP, the Secretariat of the African-Eurasian Waterbird Agreement (AEWA), BirdLife International, APB-BirdLife Belarus and RSPB were also present.

Under the Chairmanship of H.E. Leonty Khoruzhik, Minister of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection, Belarus, the meeting adopted by consensus the text of the Memorandum of Understanding and Action Plan Concerning Conservation Measures for the Aquatic Warbler, in the English language, appended to this Declaration. 

The meeting took note of the views of a minority of Range States represented that would have preferred a legally binding instrument, but who subsequently withdrew their proposals in the spirit of co-operation and consensus in order to ensure a successful outcome. These Range States indicated that the concluded text would be examined by their governmental authorities. The meeting also noted Resolution 2.1, adopted by the Second Session of the Meeting of the Parties to the African-Eurasian Waterbird Agreement, that provides a potential future basis for the listing of the Aquatic Warbler at Annex II of the Agreement, and for consideration of the Action Plan Concerning Conservation Measures for the Aquatic Warbler as an International Species Action Plan under AEWA.

With regard to paragraph 10 of the Memorandum of Understanding, the meeting concluded that it may happen, owing to a lack of information at the time of the adoption of the Memorandum of Understanding, that a Range State not originally listed in the instrument could be identified in the future. Should this occur, the meeting advised the CMS Secretariat, acting as the Depositary, to find an appropriate solution to make signature possible. This could be accomplished, for example, by attaching a note verbale to the Memorandum of Understanding or a declaration of the competent authority, countersigned by the CMS Secretariat. 
The meeting accepted the offer of the CMS Secretariat to act as Secretariat and Depositary for the Memorandum of Understanding. The meeting requested the CMS Secretariat to solicit offers from potential countries to host the next intergovernmental meeting, as well as offers for financial and other contributions. It appealed to all Range State authorities and co-operating organisations to take steps to make it possible for the first meeting under the auspices of the Memorandum of Understanding to take place no later than three years after the Memorandum’s entry into effect.

The meeting invited all relevant international and national organisations, within and beyond the Aquatic Warbler’s migratory range, to implement the Action Plan and integrate the meeting outcomes into their respective activities. 

Finally, the meeting expressed thanks to the Government of the Republic of Belarus for having hosted and chaired the meeting, and for its outstanding hospitality, and to the Joint Nature Conservation Committee of the United Kingdom, CMS, the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of Belarus, UNDP, BirdLife International, RSPB and APB-BirdLife Belarus for having provided the necessary financial and other support to make the meeting possible and a successful outcome achievable. Special thanks were also extended to APB-BirdLife Belarus for having provided, in each stage of the deliberations, excellent informal Russian translations of the relevant texts, and to the interpretors who enabled the meeting and informal deliberations to take place in an atmosphere of understanding.

Done at Minsk, Republic of Belarus, on the thirtieth day of April 2003 in a single copy in the English language.

Confirming the correct wording of the declaration
H.E. Leonty Khoruzhik 
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